Charles Olin and Charles Melville of Nebraska,
Montana, California, Oregon, and Nevada:
One Man or Two?

By Mary Kircher Roddy, CG

A Nebraska-born man escapes his criminal
past by relocating and adopting an alias.

harles M. Olin, born December 1888 in Nebraska, lived with his parents,

Thomas M. and Margrette J. Olin, and siblings Clatia E., Joseph S., and

Sarah G. in Tilden Village, Madison County, Nebraska. Charles Olin
appears in no census, other than this 1900 enumeration." Nevertheless, obituaries,
family sources, and other documents attest to his existence. Adopting an alias and
frequently relocating, for more than forty years Charles evaded punishment for a
criminal past.

CHARLES OLIN
Military Service and Desertion

Chatles M. Olin enlisted in the United States Army for three years on 22 January
1908 at Fort William Henry Harrison in Montana. The enlistment papers indicate
he was twenty-one years and one month. They identify T. M. Olin of Tilden,
Nebraska, as his father.” Tilden lies mainly in Madison County with a portion of the
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1. 1900 US. census, Madison Co., Neb., population schedule, Jefferson Precinct, enumeration
district (ED) 119, folio 53v (stamped), dwelling 1806, family 188, Thomas M. Olin household; microfilm
publication T623, roll 934; National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Washington,
D.C. For search, see “U.S. Federal Census Collection,” Ancestry (https:/ /www.ancestry.com/search/
categories/usfedcen/), search for Chatles Olin, born Nebraska in 1888 +/- 2 years, produced no
other results.

2. Charles M. Olin, Medical Examination of Recruits, 22 January 1908, Ft. W. H. Harrison,
Montana, attested by Capt. . H. Ford, 6th Infantry; Entry No. 91; Enlistment Papers, 1798 to October
31, 1912; Record Group (RG) 94: Records of the Adjutant General’s Office, 1780s—1917; National
Archives (NA), Washington, D.C.
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town in Antelope County.” Only one Olin with the initials T. M. lived in Madison
ot Antelope counties in 1900 and 1910—Thomas M. Olin, husband of Margaret.*

Thomas Olin’s pension application confirms Charles’s birth date as 13 December
1888, making him nineteen years and one month at his 1908 enlistment.” Despite the
two-year age discrepancy, the identification of T. M. Olin as his father is convincing
evidence that Charles Olin who enlisted at Ft. William Henry Harrison was the son
of Thomas Olin and his wife, Margaret. If Charles enlisted one month after his
nineteenth birthday, he probably lived with his parents in Tilden until reporting for
duty.

Chatles Olin joined the regular army.® No compiled military records exist for
him because “the War Department did not compile military service records for
those who served in the Regular Army.”

Chatles served for less than one year. He deserted on 2 November 1908.% If
he were caught, “the maximum limit of the term of confinement (at hard labor)
for desertion committed in time of peace” would have been three years.” Charles’s
movements in the ensuing years probably were to avoid capture and punishment
for desertion. The absence of a court-martial record shows his strategy apparently
succeeded."

3. “Tilden, Nebraska,” Wikipedia (https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilden, Nebraska).

4. “US. Federal Census Collection,” Ancestry, search for Olin in Madison and Antelope counties,
Nebraska. 1910 U.S. census, Madison Co., Neb., pop. sch., Jefferson Twp., ED 134, fol. 67t (stamped),
dwell./fam. 107, Thomas M. Olin; NARA microfilm T624, roll 851.

5. Form 3-389, questionnaire, 20 March 1915; Thomas M. Olin (Pvt., 8th Independent Battery,
Wisconsin Volunteer Light Artillery, Civil War), pension no. S.C. 385,894, Case Files of Approved
Pension Applications . . ., 1861-1934; Civil War and Later Pension Files; RG 15: Records of the
Department of Veterans Affairs; NA-Washington. Thomas’s son is identified as Charles M. Olin.

6. Charles M. Olin, Medical Examination of Recruits, 22 January 1908, Ft. W. H. Harrison,
Montana, entry no. 91; Enlistment papers, 1798 to October 31, 1912; RG 94, NA-Washington.

7. Trevor K. Plante, “An Overview of Records at the National Archives Relating to Military
Service,” Prologne: The Journal of the National Archives 34 (Fall 2002); online copy, National Archives
(https:/ /www.archives.gov/publications/prologue /2002 /fall / military-records-overview:html).

8. “6th Infantry, January 1905-December 1909,” November 1908, p. 5, Loss-Deserted, entry no.
7, Charles M. Olin; imaged in “U.S., Returns from Regular Army Infantry Regiments, 1821-1916,”
images, Ancestry (https:/ /www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2229/) > 6th Infantry > 1905-1909
> image 352; imaged from Returns from Regular Army Infantry Regiments, 1821-1916, NARA
microfilm publication M655, 300 Rolls (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Service,
1960), roll 75, Sixth Infantry, 1905-1909.

9. John Biddle Porter, The Military Laws of the United States, Fourth Edition 1901, With Supplement
Showing Changes to August 22, 1911 . . . Relative to the Army (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1911), 1541.

10. Index to Army Court Martial Cases, 1894-1917, entry PC-29 17, Kelly to Ray, Container #3;
Newman-Oyola, p. 461, “Olesen, Fred W. to Oliver, Edward M.”; RG 153: Records of the Office of
the Judge Advocate General (Army); NA-Washington.
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Residence

Records for Olin family members reveal various West Coast residences for
Charles, including San Francisco, California, and Portland, Oregon.

e Charles Olin of San Francisco was a surviving son of 1920 decedent Thomas
Olin."

e Margaret Jane (Mahood) Olin’s 1935 survivors were “Mrs. Lavina Smith, Omaha,
Mrs. Clarissa Goodall, Ft. Collins, Colo., Mrs. Sarah Ives, Tilden, Joseph Olin, North
Bend, Wash. [s¢], Chas Olin, Portland, Ore., and one stepson, I. R. Olin, Tilden.”"?

e Joseph Olin’s survivors in 1946 were “three sisters, Mrs. M. Lavilina [si] Smith,
Omaha, Neb.; Mrs. Clara McIntosh, Colorado, and Mrs. Sadie Ives, Nebraska, and
one brother, Charles Olin, San Francisco.”!?

e Joseph Olin’s granddaughter, Joan (Hewett) Kingsley, shared stories told by her
mother, Margaret (Olin) Hewett, and provided access to Margaret’s scrapbooks.
The books chronicle visits to San Francisco during the early to mid-1940s, where
“Uncle Chatles took Margaret and her husband to fancy restaurants and plays and

the opera.”!*

Although obituaries and family stories indicate Charles lived in San Francisco, he
does not appear there in censuses, military draft registrations, or voting registers."

11. “Death Comes to Sadden Many Homes: Thomas Madison Olin,” T7/den Citizen (Tilden, Neb.),
27 February 1920, p. 1, col. 1.

12. “Margaret Olin, Pioneer Resident Dies at Ninety,” Tz/den Citigen, 18 July 1935, p. 1, col. 6.

13. “Joseph Olin Dies on Wednesday,” Coos Bay Times (Coos Bay, Ore.), 15 August 1946, p. 1, col.
2.

14. For Margaret (Olin) Hewett’s father, see ibid. Joan Hewett Kingsley (Portland, Oregon),
interviews by author, April 2018; notes privately held by author. Joan related stories her parents told
about time spent with Joan’s mother’s Uncle Chatles.

15. For census, see “US. Federal Census Collection,” Awcestry, search for First and Middle
Names=Cha* (exact), Last Name=Olin (exact, sounds like, and similar), Birth year=1888 +/- 10,
Lived In=San Francisco County, California, USA (exact). For WWI draft, “US., World War I Draft
Registration Cards, 1917-1918," Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/),
search for First and Middle Names=Cha* (exact), Last Name=Olin (exact, sounds like, and
similar), Birth year=1888 +/- 10, Lived In=San Francisco County, California, USA (exact), Birth
Location=Nebraska, USA (exact). For WWII draft, “US., World War II Draft Registration Cards,
1942, Ancestry (https:/ /www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/), search for First and Middle
Names=Cha* (exact), Last Name=Olin (exact, sounds like, and similar), Birth year=1888 +/- 10,
Lived In=San Francisco County, California, USA (exact), Birth Location=Nebraska, USA (exact).
For voter registrations see “California, US., Voter Registrations, 1900~1968,” Ancestry (https:/ /www.
ancestry.com/search/collections/61066/), search for First and Middle Names=Cha* (exact), Last
Name=Olin (exact, sounds like, and similar), Lived In=San Francisco County, California, USA (exact).
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Marriage in Nevada

The only known public record for Charles Olin after 1908 is a marriage
license application filed in Washoe County, Nevada. Charles Olin of Los Angeles,
California, not previously married, requested a license to marry Ethel Parker. The
couple swore an oath and signed an affidavit on 29 October 1931." They married
the same day in Reno."”

CHARLES MELVILLE

The absence of official records for Charles Olin in San Francisco, combined
with family obituaries and recollections stating he lived there, suggest Charles used
an alias. Unsourced family trees name Chatles Olin as Thomas and Margaret’s son
and provide a consistent death date and place—24 May 1951 in Las Vegas, Clark
County, Nevada." Three males died in Clark County that day, none named Chatles
Olin."” One decedent, Charles Melville, was born 13 December 1888 in Tilden,
Nebraska. The death record names his parents Joseph Melville and Mary McBride.
Those names conflict with known information of Charles Olin. However, Chatles
had a brother, Joseph, and Chatles’s maternal grandmother was Margaret McBride.”!
Informant Mrs. Ethel Melville possibly had incorrect family information or she
attempted to obscure Charles’s identity.

While Charles Olin does not appear in San Francisco census records, draft
registrations, or voting registers, table 1 shows Charles Melville, with a similar
profile, does.

16. Washoe Co., Nev,, Affidavit of Application for Marriage License, no. 29069, Olin-Parker,
1931; County Clerk’s Office, Reno.

17. Washoe Co., Marriages, T-30, Olin-Parker, entry 29069; Recorder’s Office, Reno.

18. Mary Alice Crowthert, “Pietce — Crowther Family Tree,” public tree, Ancestry (https:/ /www
.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/ 14114569/ person/58160967 /facts), for Charles Madison
Olin (1888-1951) profile. Also, SusanAlderson96, “Alderson/Carver/Singleton/Fair,” public tree,
Abncestry (https:/ /www.ancestry.com/ family-tree/person/tree /29641617 /person /27336615653 /
facts), Chatles Madison Olin profile.

19. “Nevada, US., Nevada Death Certificates, 1911-1965,” database with images, Ancestry (https://
www.ancestry.com/scarch/collections/60974), search terms: Death=24 May 1951, Location=Clark
County, Nevada, USA, Gender=Male.

20. Ibid. > 1951 > 51-000601 - 51-001200 > image 63, Nevada State Department of Health,
death certificate no. 51-660, Charles Melville (1951); Department of Health, Carson City.

21. ForThomas Olinand Margaret J. Mahood marriage, see “Nebraska, U.S., Select County Marriage
Records, 1855-1908,” images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61335/)
> Platte > 1858-1878 > image 76, Platte Co., Marriage Book 1:142, Thomas M. Olin-Margaret J.
Mahood, lic. 17 June 1876, marriage 3 July 1876; Margaret Mahood’s mother was “unknown.” For
Margaret’s sister, Affidavit of Sarah A. Harris, 25 April 1920; Thomas M. Olin Civil War pension no.
S.C. 385,894, RG 15, N-A, Washington. Sarah Harris, born in Ireland, was Margaret J. Olin’s sister. For
Margaret’s mother, “Nebraska, U.S., Select County Marriage Records, 1855-1908,” Ancestry > Platte >
1879-1886 > image 921, marriage book 3:223, John A. Harris-Sarah A. Mahood, lic. 29 October 1886,
marriage 10 November 1886; Sarah Mahood’s mother was Margaret McBride.
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Table 1
Charles Melville in San Francisco (SF) and Los Angeles (LA)

. « - ~ PARENTS/
YEAR BIRTH DATE BIRTHPLACE ADDRESS OCCUPATION N
SPOUSE
1917° 13 Dec. 1887  Chicago 111 Mason, SF unemployed
bookkeeper
1919° 238 O’Farrell, SF salesman
1937¢ 13 Dec. 1888  SF 318 Kingsley Dr., Thomas
LA Madison Melvile
and Margaret
Jane Wilson
1940¢  about 1889 California 601 O’Farrell clerk, social Ethel [wife]
St., SF club
1942¢ 13 Dec. 1888  SF 950 Franklin, SF social club
1944f 950 Franklin, SF clerk Ethel [wife]
Sources:

a. “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” images, FamilySearch
(https:/ /www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530) > California > San Francisco City
no. 13 > Lu, C.-Pucci, A. > image 1808, card for Charles Melville, no. 331; microfilm publication
M1509, roll CA304; National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Washington, D.C.

b. “California, US., Voter Registrations, 1900-1968,” Ancestry (https://www.ancestry
.com/search/collections/61066/) > San Francisco County > 1919 > Roll 023 > image 846,
“Supplementary Index to Register, City and County of San Francisco to and Including October
14, 1919,” Precinct 38, Assembly Dist. (AD) 33, Charles Melville; citing Grear Register of 1 oters,
1900—1944 (Sacramento, Calif.: California State Library, 1980).

c. Charles Madison Melville, SS no. 564-10-4831, 3 January 1937, Application for Account
Number (Form SS-5); Social Security Administration, Baltimore, Md.

d. 1940 US. census, San Francisco Co., Calif., population schedule, San Francisco, Assembly
District 22, ED 38-175, fol. 2634r (stamped), dwell. 758, Chas Millville; NARA microfilm T627,
roll 305. Also, “California, U.S., Voter Registrations, 1900-1968,” Ancestry > San Francisco
County > 1940 > Roll 064 > image 1591, “Index to Register, City and County of San Francisco
to and Including July 18, 1940,” Precinct 95, AD 22, Charles Melville, affidavit no. 116; Ethel L.
Melville, affidavit no. 117.

e. “US., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” images, Ancestry (https://www
.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/), card for Chatles Madison Melville, serial no. 1081,
Local Draft Board 96, San Francisco, Calif.; Fourth Registration Draft Cards for California,
4/27/1942; RG 147: Records of the Selective Service System, NA-St. Louis, Mo.

f. “California, US., Voter Registrations, 1900-1968,” Auncestry > San Francisco County >
1944 > Roll 073 > image 11, “Index to Register City and County of San Francisco to and
Including September 28, 1944,” Pct. 1, AD 23, Charles Melville, affidavit no. 51; Ethel L.
Melville, affidavit no. 52.
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Personal details for Chatles Melville consistently parallel those for Charles Olin.

e Birth dates, when given, are identical with Charles Olin, except for the date on the
WWI draft registration, which differs by exactly one year.

e Parents’ first and middle names on the Social Security application match. The
different paternal surname supports the Melville alias.

e The Social Security application and the World War II draft card give Melville’s
middle name as Madison; that was also Chatles Olin’s fathetr’s middle name,
Thomas Madison Olin.

Charles Melville’s birth locations given on his World War 1 and II draft
registrations, his Social Security number application, and the 1940 census differ
from Charles Olin’s Nebraska birth. Melville may have changed this detail to avoid
reporting commonalities with the Army deserter, Charles M. Olin.

Charles Melville identified his employer in 1937 as Clarence Blazer [sic]. Blazier
was arrested for participating in a bootlegging ring in Portland and San Francisco in
1918.2 In 1931 Blazier received jail time and a fine for illegally operating a gambling
ship off the California coast.” He continued to operate gambling ships throughout
the 1930s.* Chatles Melville may first have met bootlegger Blazier while playing
billiards in San Francisco in 1918. Blazier’s family in Portland, including a brother
Eugene, may have provided gambling opportunities for Chatles in Portland in the
1930s.

Between 1915 and 1918 Chatles (“Charlie”) Melville frequently played billiards
in San Francisco.” His status in a billiard tournament was interrupted when he was
called for the draft.”” He originally registered in 1917.® He returned a questionnaire
to the draft board 15 January 1918 and was classified 1A, Eligible for Military

22. “Clarence Blazier is Placed under Arrest,” The Oregon Sunday Journal (Portland, Ore.), 7 April
1918, p. 12, col. 5.

23. “Game Ship Men Sentenced,” Los Angeles Times, 21 January 1931, sec. 2, p. 3, cols. 6-7.

24. “S.S. Tango Off Ocean Park Amusement Pier” [advertisement], Los Angeles Times, 20 May
1939, sec. 2, p. 12, cols. 5-8. See also “Raids Close Three Gaming Ships; 300 Marooned in Defying
Rex,” Los Angeles Times, 2 August 1939, sec. 1, p. 1, col. 6; p. A, cols. 2-3.

25. For Clarence and Eugene Blazier as brothers, see “Obituary: Mrs. Blanche Morrison,” The
Oregonian (Portland, Ore.), 9 May 1952, p. 17, col. 4. For Eugene Blazier’s gambling connections, see
“Gambling is Charged,” Morning Oregonian (Portland, Ore.), 23 August 1917, p. 18, cols. 3-5.

26. “Billiards,” San Francisco Chronicle, 22 February 1918, p. 12, col. 7. See also, ibid., 13 April 1918,
p. 8, col. 7; 21 April 1918, p. N9, col. 8; 25 June 1918, p. 8, col. 7.

27. 1Ibid., 1 May 1918, p. 8, col. 5. Ibid., 26 June 1918, p. 12, col. 6.

28. “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, images, FamilySearch
(https:/ /www.familysearch.org/scarch/collection/1968530) > California > San Francisco City no.
13 > Lu, C.-Pucci, A. > image 1808, card for Charles Melville, no. 331; NARA microfilm publication
M1509, roll CA304.
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Service. After he was called for a physical examination on 26 May 1918, he was
classified 5G, ineligible for induction into military service, with no explanation for
that classification.”” In July he appeared again in the San Francisco billiards news.”
Neither Charles Melville nor Chatles Olin appeared in San Francisco city
directories between 1913 and 1920.”! Charles Melville’s 1917 draft registration and
his 1919 voter registration give addresses in the city’s Tendetloin neighborhood.*
The 1919 address was the Appleton Hotel, “a seven-story Class B building
containing 132 rooms and 100 baths.”” The 1917 address was for the Alda Hotel.*
Both were single-room-occupancy hotels. Many residential hotels were built in the
Tenderloin and other San Francisco neighborhoods in the decades following the
1906 earthquake.” They were home to “low-wage workers, transient laborers, and
recent immigrants.””*® Few listings in San Francisco’s 1918 city directory give these
addresses.” Chatles’s absence from the city directories is not surprising.

29. Zina Rhone, archives technician, NA-Atlanta, Ga., [(E-ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE),] to authort,
email, 22 February 2019, “Re: Research in Atlanta at National Archives”; privately held by author.
Rhone provided the information regarding Melville’s draft activity from Classification List PMGO
FORM 1000 San Francisco City, Local Board 13, Charles Melville order number 8591.

30. “Billiards,” San Francisco Chronicle, 14 July 1918, p. N7, col. 3.

31. H.S. Crocker, compiler, Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory for the Year Ending July 1913 (San
Francisco: H. S. Crocker Co., 1913), 1258, 1389—-90; similarly, June 1914, 1295, 1433-34; June 1915,
1322, 1466, 1468; June 1916, 1305, 1450-51; June 1917, 1392, 1543, 1545; June 1918, 1173, 1298-99;
July 1919, 1119, 1245-56; year 1920, 1126, 1230-31; “U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” images,
Abncestry (https:/ /www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/).

32. “Tendetloin, San Francisco,” Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tendetloin, San_
Francisco).

33. For address of 238 O’Farrell as Appleton Hotel, see “Says Woman Lured Him Over US.)”
San Francisco Chronicle, 31 March 1916, sec. 2, p. 11, cols. 2-3. For description of Appleton Hotel, see
“Large Holding on O’Farrell Street is Sold,” San Francisco Chronicle, 6 March 1920, p. 9, col. 8.

34. For Alda Hotel address, “Man, Leaving Girl Who Took Poison, Goes Back to Work,” Saz
Francisco Chronicle, 31 January 1917, sec. 2, p. 11, cols. 5-6.

35. “Tenderloin, San Francisco,” Wikipedia, see “History.

36. “History of S.R.O. Residential Hotels In San Francisco,” Central City SRO Collaborative (http://
www.ccsroc.net/s-r-o-hotels-in-san-francisco/).

37. “US., City Directories, 1822—1995,” Ancestry, search for Any Event=San Francisco, San
Francisco, California, USA; Year=1918; and Key Word=111 Mason (exact), 238 O’Farrell (exact) and
Appleton Hotel (exact), three separate searches.

>
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Chatles Melville appears in California records outside San Francisco.

e Charles Melville, a San Diego clubroom clerk in January 1920, gave his birthplace
as Illinois and said his parents wete New York-born.”

e In November 1920 Charles Melville, a clerk, lived at the St. Francis Hotel in
Calexico, Imperial County.” Calexico is 120 miles east of San Diego and across the
border from Mexicali, Mexico.*” Charles Melville was also a clerk in San Francisco.

The 1919 voter registration places Charles Melville in San Francisco within
seven months of Thomas Olin’s obituary. The 1920 census places Melville in San
Diego on 1 January 1920. The author of Thomas Olin’s February 1920 obituary
was possibly unaware Chatles had moved from San Francisco to San Diego.

Charles Melville appears in various records in Portland, Multnomah County,
Oregon, consistent with Charles Olin’s residence in his mother’s obituary.

e Charles Melville, automobile salesman, forty-one, born in Illinois, with father and
mother born in Illinois and Northern Ireland respectively, lived at 189 Vista Avenue
in Portland in 1930."" Margaret Jane (Mahood) Olin, Chatles Olin’s mother, was
born in Northern Ireland.*

e Charles Melville was robbed at gunpoint as he was parking his automobile in front
of his residence on Vista Avenue on 11 February 1930.%

e Charles Melville, salesman, was arrested in a former basement poolroom 28 March
1934 for conducting gambling games.*

38. 1920 US. census, San Diego Co., Calif., pop. sch., San Diego Twp., ED 316, fol. 218v (stamped),
p. 12B, at 1037 4th Street, Charles Melville, lodger in Stanley H. Goodan household [hotel manager,
ED 316, fol. 214r (stamped), p. 8A, dwell. 62, fam. 1006, at 1037 4th Street]; NARA microfilm, T625,
roll 131.

39. “California, US., Voter Registrations, 1900—1968,” images, Ancestry > Imperial County
> 1920-1926 > Roll 002 > image 606, “Index to Great Register, Calexico Precinct No. 1, Imperial
County, California, for . .. 1920,” no. 223, Charles Melville; citing Great Register of 1/oters (Sacramento,
Calif.: California State Library, 1980).

40. “Calexico-Mexicali,” Wikipedia (https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calexico-Mexicali).

41. 1930 US. census, Multnomah Co., Ore., pop. sch., Portland City, Election Precinct 49, ED
26-53, fol. 111v (stamped), dwell. 6, fam. 29, Charles Melville household; NARA microfilm T626, roll
1949.

42. 1930 US. census, Madison Co., Neb., pop. sch., Tilden City, Jefferson Twp., ED 60-28, fol.
255v (stamped), dwell./fam. 45, Margaret Olin houschold; NARA microfilm T626, roll 1288.

43. “Robber Obtains $369,” Morning Oregonian, 12 February 1930, p. 22, col. 2.

44, “20 Arrested in Raids,” Morning Oregonian, 29 March 1934, p. 9, col. 4.
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Chas Melville, clerk, and wife Ethel L. lived at 1811 N'W Couch, apartment 311,
in 1935.%

Charles Melville and nine others were arrested 19 January 1936 in a raid on The
Spinning Wheel, an alleged gambling house near Tigard, Oregon. The charges
were gambling and selling liquor after hours.*

Details of the Charles Melville who died in 1951 in Las Vegas match those of
Charles Melville from San Francisco and Charles Olin, son of Thomas Olin.

The informant on Charles Melville’s death certificate was Mrs. Ethel Melville.*’ In
1931 in Reno, Chatles Olin married a woman named Ethel.**

Chatles Melville’s occupation was “Dealer” in a “Clubman” industry.* This is
consistent with San Franciscan Chartles Melville, social-club clerk; Portlander
Charles Melville, arrested multiple times for gambling violations; Charles Melville
employed by gambling ship operator Clarence Blazier; and Charles Melville,
clubroom clerk enumerated in 1920 in San Diego.

His obituary identifies him as Charles Madison Melville, “former casino employe
[s7] at the Desert Inn resort hotel.” It says he was born in Sheldon, Nebraska,
and resided in Las Vegas for about two years, after attriving from San Francisco.”
Sheldon is likely a mistake for Tilden. The length of residence in ILas Vegas differs
from the ten years shown on the death certificate. Chatles Melville’s 1944 San
Francisco residence suggests the death certificate’s term of residence is an error.”!
Survivors included “his widow, Mrs. Ethel Melville of Las Vegas and two sisters,
Mrs. C. E. Smith of Omaha, Nebraska, and Mrs. Clara Mclntosh of Ft. Collins,
Colorado.”** Smith and McIntosh wete named in the obituary of their brother,
Joseph Samuel Olin.*”* Clinton Edwin Smith martied Matgaret Lavina Olin.**

45. R. L. Polk, publisher, Polk’ Portland (Oregon) City Directory 1935 (Portland: R. L. Polk & Co.,
1935), 862; images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/) > Oregon >
Portland > 1934 > Portland, Oregon, City Directory, 1934 > image 1501. The 1935 Portland directory
follows immediately after the 1934 directory. Image 1067 of 2104 shows the title page for the 1935

directory.
46. “Police Nab Ten in Sudden Raid,” Morning Oregonian, 21 January 1930, p. 4, col. 4.
47. Nevada death certificate no. 51-660, Chatles Melville (1951).
48. Washoe Co., Affidavit of Application for Marriage License, no. 29069.
49. Nevada death certificate no. 51-660, Chatles Melville (1951).
50. “Melville Rites Slated Monday,” Las egas Review-Journal (Nevada), 25 May 1951, p. 2, col. 4.
51. “California, U.S., Voter Registrations, 1900-1968,” Ancestry > San Francisco County > 1944 >

Roll 073 > image 11, “Index to Register City and County of San Francisco to and Including September
28,1944, Pct. 1, AD 23, Chatles Melville, affidavit no. 51 and Ethel L. Melville, affidavit no. 52.

52. “Melville Rites Slated Monday,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, 25 May 1951.

53. “Joseph Olin Dies on Wednesday,” Coos Bay Times, 15 August 1946, p. 1, col. 2.

54. “Nebraska, US., Select County Marriage Records, 1855-1908,” images, Ancestry > Madison
> 1890 — 1902 > image 506, Madison Co., Marriage Records, 4:548, Clinton Edwin Smith-Margaret
Lavina Olin, lic. 7 October 1897, certificate 13 October 1897.
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OLIN FAMILY ARTIFACTS

Two postcards provide evidence for merging the identities of Charles Olin and
Charles Melville. Neither card is dated, but both were likely sent about 1920. One
features the entrance to Tijuana Fair, a casino builtin 1915 on the corner of Second
Avenue and Constitution in Tijuana, Mexico. The casino offered “boxing, gambling,
cockfights, bullfights . . . and a nightclub featuring female models brought in from
San Francisco.”® On the reverse Chatles wrote:

How do you like the looks of this. [si] Was up in L.A. last week and didn’t get to
send your cards. Wrote you a letter. [illegible] soon.

Chatles
Waldotf Hotel. San Diego™

The second card has a black-and-white photo of the Owl Theatre in flames
bearing the caption, “Destruction By Fire Of The Owl Theatre — Feb. 9, 1920.
Mexicali B. C. Mexico.”” The Owl Café and Theatre, located across the border
from Calexico, Imperial County, California, “prospered with gambling, liquor sales
and prostitution.””® The fire at the Owl was visible for miles.”” On the back of this
card Charles wrote:

Dear Bro & Sis — This was sure some fire. Theatre & gambling house confined.
Will write you soon. Love to all.
Chas®

Both postcards were addressed to “Mr. J. S. Olin, North Bend, Oregon” and bear
Mexican postage stamps issued between 1917 and 1923.° “Sis” in the salutation on
the Owl Theatre postcard likely refers to Joseph’s wife rather than one of Charles’s
sisters.

55. Lawrence A. Herzog, From Aztec to High Tech: Architecture and Landscape Across the Mexico-United
States Border (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999), 66—67.

56. Charles M. Olin (San Diego, California) to J. S. [Joseph Samuel] Olin, Tijuana Fair postcard,
ca. 1920; privately held by author. Postcards were passed from Joseph Olin to his daughter Margaret
to her daughter Joan Hewett Kingsley. In 2018 Joan gave postcards and other Olin family artifacts to
the author.

57. Chas. [M. Olin] (unknown residence, possibly Calexico, Calif.) to J. S. Olin (North Bend, Ore.),
Owl Theatre postcard, ca. 1920; privately held by author.

58. “Frank ‘Booze’ Beyer and Tijuana,” PDF file, San Diego Yesterday (http:/ /www.sandiegoyesterday
.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Beyer.pdf), p. 2.

59. “Three Shot as Dash to Grab Coin Follows Gambling-House Fire,” Los Angeles Times, 10
February 1920, p. 1, col. 7.

60. Chas. [M. Olin] to J. S. Olin, Owl Theatre postcard.

61. Donna Houseman and James E. Kloetzel, Scott 2018 Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, V'olume 4:
Countries |[-M from Around the World (Sydney, Ohio: Amos Media Company, 2017), 360.
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Chatles Melville worked in a San Diego clubroom in January 1920, about a
month before the Owl fire.”” By November he had a Calexico address.”” Chatles
may have chosen to send these particular cards to his brother because of special
interest in the Owl and Tijuana Fair as an employee, a customer, or both. Chatles’s
connection to vice-tourism establishments supports merging the identity of Chatles
Olin, brother of Joseph, with clubman/gambler/dealer Charles Melville of San
Francisco, Portland, and Las Vegas.*

OTHER MEN NAMED CHARLES OLIN AND CHARLES MELVILLE?

No Melville families lived in Madison or surrounding counties in Nebraska in
1880, 1900, or 1910. Absent Melville families in the area in 1880 or 1900, it is
unlikely that a Charles Madison Melville was born 13 December 1888 in Tilden,
Nebraska, the date when Charles Madison Olin was born. The lack of a candidate
for a Charles Melville born in Tilden supports the theory that the Las Vegas death
certificate for Charles Melville is that of Charles Olin.

No Charles Olin appears in San Francisco city directories between 1918
and 1922, close to the date of Thomas Madison Olin’s obituary identifying son
Chatles’s residence.”® No Charles Olin appears in San Francisco voter registration
lists between 1918 and 1922.57

No Charles Olin appears in the 1934 Portland directory, consistent with son
Charles named in Margaret Olin’s 1935 obituary.®® A Charles A. Olin and wife

62. 1920 US. census, San Diego, Co., Calif., San Diego Twp., p. 128, ED 316, fol. 218v (stamped),
p. 12B, at 1037 4th Street, Chatles Melville, lodger in Stanley H. Goodan household.

63. “Index to Great Register, Calexico Precinct No. 1, Imperial County, California, for . .. 1920,”
no. 223, Charles Melville.

64. For vice tourism, see Andrew Grant Wood, ed., Oz the Border: Society and Culture between the
United States and Mexico (Ianham, Md.: SR Books, 2004), 99.

65. “US. Federal Census Collection,” Ancestry, search for 1880, 1900, and 1910 censuses, for Last
Name=Mel* (exact, sounds like, and similar), Lived In=Madison County, Nebraska, USA (exact to
county & adjacent counties).

66. H.S. Crocker, compiler, Crocker Langley San Francisco Directory for the Year Ending June 1918 (San
Francisco: H. S. Crocker Co., 1918), 1299; similarly, 1919, p. 1247; 1920, p. 1231; 1921, p. 1166; 1922,
p. 1266.

67. “California, US., Voter Registrations, 1900—1968,” Anucestry, search for First and Middle
Names=Cha* (exact), Last Name=Olin (exact and sounds like), Lived In=San Francisco County,
California, USA (exact to county & adjacent counties), Residence Year=1920 +/- 2 years.

68. R. L. Polk, publisher, Polk’s Portland (Oregon) City Directory 1934 (Portland: R. L. Polk & Co.,
1934), 985; “U.S., City Directories, 1822—1995,” Ancestry > Oregon > Portland > 1934 > Portland,
Oregon, City Directory, 1934 > image 501.
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Mildred appear in the 1935 Portland directory.”” Chatles Alfred Olin, husband of
Mildred, was born in 1896 in Girard, Kansas.”” The middle initial and wife’s name
of this Charles Olin are inconsistent with the known details of Margaret (Mahood)
Olin’s son. However, a Chas Melville and wife Ethel L. lived at 1811 NW Couch,
apt 311 in Portland in 1935.™

No one named Charles Olin or Chatles Melville who could be the brother
mentioned in Joseph Olin’s 1945 obituary appears in the 1945 San Francisco city
directory.”

DNA EVIDENCE

Charles and Ethel Melville had no known children. No children appear with
them in the 1940 census.” No surviving children are mentioned in Chatles Melville’s
obituaries.”* Charles was forty-two when he wed Ethel in a first marriage.” He may
have fathered one or more illegitimate children prior to marrying Ethel. Without
identified legitimate issue of Charles Melville, DNA testing is unlikely to provide
additional support for merging identities of Charles Melville and Charles Olin.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS

Charles Olin’s army enlistment and Charles Melville’s draft registrations provide
physical descriptions.

69. R. L. Polk, publisher, Po/ks Portland (Oregon) City Directory 1935 (Portland: R. L. Polk & Co.,
1935), 957; images, Ancestry > Oregon > Portland > 1934 > Portland, Oregon, City Directory, 1934
> image 1549. The 1935 Portland directory follows immediately after the 1934 directory.

70. “United States World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942, images, FamilySearch, card for
Charles Madison Melville, serial no. 1081, Local Draft Board 96, San Francisco, Calif.

71.  Polk’s Portland City Directory 1935, p. 862.

72. R. L. Polk, publisher, Po/k’s Crocker-Langley San Francisco City Directory 1945 (San Francisco: R.
L. Polk & Co., 1945), p. 1200 for Charles Melville, p. 1336 for Charles Olin; “U.S., City Directories,
1822-1995,” Ancestry > California > San Francisco > San Francisco, California, City Directory, 1945
> images 606 and 676.

73. 1940 US. census, San Francisco Co., Calif., San Francisco, Assembly Dist. 22, ED 38-175, fol.
2634r (stamped), dwell. 758, Chas Millville household.

74. “Melville Rites Slated Monday,” Las VVegas Review-Journal, 25 May 1951, p. 2, col. 4. Also,
“Funeral Rites Set for Charles Melville,” Las 1Vegas Morning Sun, 25 May 1951, p. 3, col. 2.

75. Washoe Co., Affidavit of Application for Marriage License, no. 29069.
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Table 2
Charles Olin and Charles Melville’s Physical Descriptions

FEATURE 1908 ENLISTMENT® WWI DRAFT CARD® WWII DRAFT CARD®

Eyes Bro[wn] #4 Gray Hazel

Hair Dlark] Brlown] Black Brown

Height 5 feet 5 inches medium 5 feet 6 inches
Weight 135 Ibs.

Build Medium

Complexion  Dark Light

Marks Many small scars Scar on middle of

forehead, under chin,
mole behind right ear

Sources:

a. Charles M. Olin, Medical Examination of Recruits, 22 January 1908, Ft. W. H. Harrison,
Montana, attested by Capt. J. H. Ford, 6th Infantry; Entry No. 91; Enlistment Papers, 1798 to
October 31, 1912; Records of the Adjutant General’s Office, 1780s-1917, Record Group 94;
National Archives (NA), Washington, D.C.

b. “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” images, FamilySearch
(https:/ /www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530) California > San Francisco
City no. 13 > Lu, C.-Pucci, A. > image 1808, card for Charles Melville, no. 331; microfilm
publication M1509, roll CA304; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington,
D.C.

c. “US., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” images, Ancestry (https:/ /www
.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/), card for Charles Madison Melville, serial no. 1081,
Local Draft Board 96, San Francisco, Calif.; Fourth Registration Draft Cards for California,
4/27/1942; RG 147: Records of the Selective Service System, NA-St. Louis, Mo.

Height is consistent among the three records. Hair color varies between some
shade of brown and black, but could be a subjective assessment, which might differ
among evaluators. Similatly, eye color descriptions also vary. Hazel eyes can appear
brown ot green.” The dark complexion of the nineteen-year-old Nebraska farmet’s
son could be the natural result of working outdoors and would not necessarily be
inconsistent with the light complexion of the same man as a fifty-three-year-old
employee at a social club.

76. “Eye Colot,” Wikipedia (https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eye_color).
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OLIN PROBATE PROCEEDINGS

Chatles M. Olin was a legatee and heir-at-law in his parents’ probate proceedings.
In 1920 Thomas M. Olin’s estate administrator identified son Charles M. Olin, age
thirty-two with “residence not known.””’

Thomas Olin’s February 1920 obituary describes son Chatles as living in San
Francisco.” As Chatles Melville he resided in San Diego in January 1920, and later
that year in Calexico.” Thomas’s will left his wife all his personal property and the
“use, rents and profits arising from all the real estate owned by” him, and upon
her death the real property would be sold and the proceeds divided among his
children.” It seems likely that, since no funds would be distributed to Chatles in
1920 under the will’s provisions, the executor did not feel compelled to determine
where Charles lived.

The 1935 petition to settle Margaret J. Olin’s estate identified son Chatles M.
Olin as living at 1811 West [sz] Couch Street, Portland, Oregon.®! In 1935 only one
Charles Olin lived in Portland, Charles A. and wife Mildred, at 8547 N. Richmond
Ave.*” However, Charles Melville lived at 1811 NW Couch.® Margaret Olin’s probate
file identified her son Charles’s residence as 1811 West Couch. No West Couch
existed in Portland, but before 1933, and continuing to today, the city has had a
Northwest Couch Street.* The informant for addresses in the probate file was
apparently unaware of the layout and the directional identifiers of Portland streets.

Chatles M. Olin signed a receipt for funds from Margaret Olin’s estate on
8 December 1937. The signature is consistent with his 1931 marriage license

77.  Madison Co., Neb., County Court, Estate of Thomas M. Olin (1920), petition for probate, 1
March 1920; photocopy supplied to author by Madison County magistrate clerk, January 2019.

78. “Death Comes to Sadden Many Homes: Thomas Madison Olin,” Tilden Citizen, 27 February
1920.

79. 1920 USS. census, San Diego, Co., Calif., San Diego Twp., ED 316, fol. 218v (stamped), p. 12B,
at 1037 4th Street, Charles Melville, lodger in Stanley H. Goodan houscehold. Also, “Index to Great
Register, Calexico Precinct No. 1, Imperial County, California, for . .. 1920,” no. 223, Charles Melville.

80. Madison Co., Estate of Thomas M. Olin (1920), “Last Will and Testament of Thomas M.
Olin,” 16 March 1918.

81. Madison Co., County Court, Estate of Margaret J. Olin (1935), petition for probate, 31 July
1935; photocopy supplied to author by Madison County magistrate clerk, January 2019.

82.  Polk’s Portland (Oregon) City Directory 1935 (Portland: R. L. Polk & Co., 1935), 957.

83. 1Ibid., 862.

84.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Portland, Multnomal County, Oregon, vol. 1 (New York: Sanborn
Map Co., 1908-50), “New Index of Streets, October, 1933”; digital images, Library of Congress (https://
www.loc.gov/item/sanborn07439_021/), image 114 for street index.
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application and the words “Charles” and “Olin” on postcards to his brother. The
estate file receipts required signatures of the beneficiary and a witness. None of
the estate receipt signatures were notarized. Charles M. Olin’s receipt indicates he
signed in the presence of “C. M. Mellville.”®

By 1937 Charles M. Olin had lived as Charles M. Melville for at least twenty years.
No associate, other than his wife, may have known his birth name. When Charles
needed his legal signature witnessed, any acquaintance would have questioned why
Chatles signed a document as Olin. To avoid a problem he apparently used his
Melville alias as a witness. Melville’s signature was different from others, including
an extra letter /in the middle of the surname. C. M. Mellville’s signature was made
to appear sufficiently different from Olin’s signature probably to avoid questions
from the Nebraska executor or court officials.

CHARLES’S SIGNATURES

Comparison of handwriting suggests Charles Olin and Charles Melville were
the same man. Signatures in figure 1 show significant commonalities:

e The uppercase C in Charles with a mid-letter diagonal upstroke, and the flourish
at the top of the C are similar in 1917 and all later signatures.

e The uppercase O in Olin in postcard addresses, the 1931 marriage affidavit, and
the 1935 receipt show two complete loops.

e The signatures have a similar slant to the right.

e The /in of Olin is similar, particulatly the use of points rather than curves in the
letter 7.

e The uppercase M in the 1917 draft card and the postcards has points rather than
smooth curves at the tops of the letter.

The 1908 enlistment document is likely one of Chatles’s first legal contracts.
His later signature, particularly the formation of the strong uppercase C, may have
changed as he matured. But the slant of the letters and the use of points rather than
smooth curves on the lowercase / and 7 are consistent in all signatures.

85. Madison Co., Estate of Margaret ]. Olin (1935), receipt of Charles M. Olin, 8 December 1937.
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Figure 1
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Signatures of Charles Olin and Charles Melville

1908 Army enlistment®

1917 draft card®

1920s postcard
(Owl Theater fire)*
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(Tijuana Fair)?

1931 marriage*

1935 criminal suit®
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a. Charles M. Olin, Medical Examination of Recruits, 22 January 1908, Ft. W. H. Harrison,
Montana, attested by Capt. ]. H. Ford, 6th Infantry; Entry No. 91; Enlistment Papers, 1798
to October 31, 1912; Record Group (RG) 94: Records of the Adjutant General’s Office,

(Sources continne on next page.)
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Sources for Figure 1 (continued)

b. “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” images, FamilySearch
(https:/ /www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530) > California > San Francisco
City no. 13 > Lu, C.-Pucci, A. > image 1808, card for Chatles Melville, no. 331; microfilm
publication M1509, roll CA304; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington,
D.C.

c. Chas. [M. Olin] (unknown residence, possibly Calexico, Calif)) to J. S. [Joseph Samuel]
Olin (North Bend, Ore.), Owl Theatre postcard, ca. 1920; privately held by author.

d. Chatles M. Olin (San Diego, California) to J. S. Olin, Tijuana Fair postcard, ca. 1920;
privately held by author.

e. Washoe County, Nev., Affidavit of Application for Marriage License, no. 29069, Olin-
Parker, 1931; County Clerk’s Office, Reno.

f. Washington Co., Ore., Circuit Court Files, Judgment Roll, Case No. 10105, State of
Oregon v. ] I Wooley, Mike Bradley, Joe R Wilson, Charles Melville, Robert Gordon, and
Oakley Townsend, 1935; Washington County Circuit Court, Hillsboro.

g. Charles Madison Melville, SS no. 564-10-4831, 3 January 1937, Application for Account
Number (Form SS-5), Social Security Administration, Baltimore, Md.

h. Madison Co., Neb., County Court, Estate of Margaret J. Olin (1935), receipt of Charles
M. Olin, 8 December 1937; photocopy supplied to author by Madison County magistrate
clerk, January 2019.

i. “US., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” images, Ancestry (https://www
.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/), card for Chatles Madison Melville, serial no. 1081,
Local Draft Board 96, San Francisco, Calif.; Fourth Registration Draft Cards for California,
4/27/1942; RG 147: Records of the Selective Service System, NA-St. Louis, Mo.

FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS
Two pairs of photographs obtained from Olin and Melville researchers show
that Charles Olin and Charles Melville were the same man.

1. Joseph Olin’s granddaughter, Joan (Hewitt) Kingsley, provided a black-and-
white photo and identified the subject as Chatles Olin, her great-uncle. The
photo shows three people: a woman in a white top and polka-dot skirt, a curly
haired girl of approximately age seven wearing a white dress, and a man wearing
a white shirt, white slacks, white shoes, dark necktie, and a dark blazer. He is
holding the girl’s hand. The inscription on the photo’s back says, “August *37
Reno.” An attached note by Joan says, “Charles and 2?5

86. Charles Olin, wife Ethel, and unidentified child, August 1937, Reno, Nevada; privately held
by author. Joan Kingsley, Charles Olin’s great-niece, gave the photo, which came from her mothet’s
scrapbooks, to the author in 2018.
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2. Brenda Roye, a researcher descended from Ethel (Parker) Melville’s family,
provided a digital image of a second black-and-white photograph. A curly
haired girl, approximately age seven, wears a white dress and stands on the
running board of a car. A man holding the gitl’s left hand wears a white shirt,
white slacks, white shoes, a dark necktie, and a dark blazer. In blue ink on
the bottom is written “Jerry & Chatles.” At the top of the photograph a
computer printed label reads “Aug 1937, Reno, NV, Geraldine Parker & Charles
Melville.”¥ Brenda writes of the photo, “In the picture is Geraldine Parker is
[si¢] the daughter of Alfred Parker, brother of Ethel ‘Cecilia’ Parker. This is a
picture from my dad’s collection and that is his handwriting at the bottom.”
Brenda’s father is Ethel’s younger brother.™

Two more black-and-white photographs with men identified as Chatles originate
from unrelated sources.

3. Joan Kingsley provided another black-and-white photograph showing a couple
standing in front of a building. The man wears a medium-colored blazer over
a white shirt and patterned necktie, light-colored slacks, and spectator shoes,
and he holds a hat in his right hand. The woman next to him wears a medium-
colored suit, and a wide-brimmed hat and she holds a purse and a pair of
gloves in her right hand. On a note attached to the back Joan wrote, “Charles
& wife¥

4. Tonya Hettler, a Parker family researcher, attached an image identified as
Charles Madison Melville and Ethel Lenora Cecilia Parker to her Ancestry public
tree.”’ The image shows a couple seated on the steps of a porch smiling at the
camera. The woman wears a medium-colored, short-sleeved top and a skirt.
The man wears 2 medium-colored blazer over a white shirt and dark tie, dark
slacks, light socks, and polished oxfords. He holds a hat in his right hand.”! The
couple appears to be the same couple with the child in photograph 1, and the
couple in front of the building in photograph 3.

87. Geraldine Parker and Charles Melville, August 1937, Reno, Nev; digital image circa 2018, from
Brenda Roye [E-ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE]. Brenda is the niece of Ethel Lenore “Cecilia” (Parker) Olin,
wife of Charles Olin. The Parker family knew Charles as Chatles “Blackie” Melville.

88. Brenda Roye, [(E-ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE),| to Mary Kircher Roddy, email, 14 April 2018, “Re:
Charles Madison Melville”; privately held by author.

89. Charles Olin and wife, ca. 1937, photograph; privately held by author. Joan Kingsley, Chatles
Olin’s great-niece, gave the photo, which came from her mothet’s scrapbooks, to the author in 2018.

90. Tonya Hettler, “Zoch, Hettler and Allied Families 2017-04-05,” public tree, Ancestry (https://
www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/ 111283367 /person/170200156211/ facts), for Charles
Madison Melville profile.

91. “Melville, Charles Madison & Ethel Lenora Cecelia (Parker),” undated photograph, ca. 1940,
uploaded 27 April 2017 by Tonya Hettler to “Zoch, Hettler and Allied Families 2017-04-25,” public
tree, Ancestry, Charles Madison Melville profile.
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Two photographs, taken within days of each other in Reno, provided by separate,
unrelated sources, identify the same man as Charles Olin and Charles Melville. A
second pair of photographs of a man and woman, again from unrelated sources,
identifies the same man as Charles Olin and Charles Madison Melville.

MERGED IDENTITIES

Multiple considerations support merging the identities of Chatles Olin and
Chatles Melville:

e Birth dates of Charles Olin and Chatles Melville were the same.
The first and middle names of both men were the same.
Chatles Melville lived in the same locations on, or near, the same dates that
obituatries for Chatles Olin’s father, mother, and brother identified as Chatles
Olin’s residences.

e Obituaries of Charles Melville identified sisters Lavina and Clara, two sisters
mentioned in the obituaties of Charles Olin’s father, mothet, and brothet.
The wife of Chatles Olin and Charles Melville was named Ethel.
Probate documents from Margaret J. Olin’s estate placed her son Charles M. Olin
at the same residence in Portland, Oregon, that Charles M. Melville used at the
time. No other Charles Olin lived in Portland who could have been Margaret’s son.

e Handwriting samples from Chatles Olin and Charles Melville are consistent with
one person.

e Photographs from the Olin family and the family of Ethel (Parker) Melville identify
the same man by the names Charles Olin and Chatles Melville, respectively.

CONCLUSION

Charles Madison Olin and Charles Madison Melville were the same person.
About 1910 Charles Olin moved far from his Nebraska roots and his Montana
military service to California, where he assumed a new name and a new identity. He
probably made these changes to avoid arrest and imprisonment for his 1908 army
desertion.

The name change seemingly did not affect his connection to his Olin family.
His family may have known or suspected his alternate identity. Relatives may have
known about his desertion or attributed the change to his career in the gambling
industry and association with its shady characters. Nonetheless, Charles continued
to correspond with his family. He was mentioned in their obituaries and they in his.
He was named as an heir in the probate proceedings of his parents. To the Olin
family he was still a son and a brother.

Charles Olin lived apart from his family by choice. His new identity, similar
enough to his origins, made the deceit easy to maintain. It was nevertheless different
enough to avoid linkage to a criminal past. Regardless of the surname, Charles
Madison Olin and Charles Madison Melville were one, and only one, man.



